
 

 

 
 
3rd September 2020 
 
Dear Families,  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well and that you have had a great summer. This week we have enjoyed being back together as a staff team and 
looking over processes for next week and also completing further training to support children’s learning post lockdown.  
 
In this letter you will find arrangements for Term 1 as communicated at the end of July alongside some additional information. A reminder that 
Term 1 starts for pupils on Monday 7th September 2020.  
 
Arrangements for September: 
The Department for Education has advised that attendance for all children is mandatory from September. We understand that some families might 
feel anxious about children returning to school and we have detailed some of the measures in place below. We are keen to work with families to 
talk this through. We are also resending a document to support your child in returning to school.  
 
There will be staggered start and end times to the day. A separate letter has been sent to those families with children starting with us in Reception.  

 
If you have children in more than one year group, please drop off at the earliest start time and collect at the latest end time.  Families will not be 
able to enter the driveway before their drop off time.  
 
During drop off and collection times, we remind families to: 

- Only use the Bath Buildings Entrance 
- Follow the one way system when arriving and leaving school 
- Follow the social distancing marks on the driveway 
- Ensure only one parent attends school site 

 
Please bear with us whilst we get used to the new system and be aware that there may be adjustments needed over the next few weeks. We will 
communicate this in as timely a manner as possible.  
 
Children will be marked late at 9:10.  
 
As normal, if your child is unable to attend school on any day, please inform us by phone or by using the Study Bugs app by 9am each day.  
 
Organisation of the school day/lessons: 

- Mental health/well-being and celebrating what has been achieved during the lockdown period will be prioritised 
- Children will have at least one session of PSHE a day 
- Children will continue to have author, mathematician and enquiry lessons 
- Children will remain within year group bubbles 
- Children will be based in their classrooms with their class teacher and teaching assistant 
- There will be minimal movement around the school 
- Break and lunch times will be staggered so that only one year group is outside playing at a time 
- Children will eat lunch in their classrooms 
- School meals can be ordered but these will be packed lunches for Term 1 
- There will be some movement of adults around the school but this will be minimised 
- Specialist sports coaches and Madame White will continue to cover classes for lessons 
- Some teaching assistants will move across year group bubbles but will maintain a 2 metre distance where possible 
- Tables will be organised so that children are not sitting face to face with other children 
- Children will wash their hands regularly and use anti-bacterial gel on entry to the school 
- Unnecessary furniture will be removed from the classroom so that there is more space to move around 
- Resources will be kept to one classroom or cleaned between use 
- A cleaner will be on site all day to clean common touch points and toilets regularly 
- Play equipment will be cleaned regularly and kept between year group bubbles 
- Sports coaches will clean equipment between year group bubbles 
-  

 Drop Off Time Collection Time 

Breakfast Club 8:00 – 8:15   

Year 1 9:00  3:10 

Year 2 8:50 3:30 

Year 3 8:50 3:30 

Year 4 8:40 3:20 

Year 5 8:40 3:20 

Year 6 8:30 3:00 



 

 

School Uniform: 
Pupils should continue to wear school uniform. Teachers will communicate with families their PE days in week 1. If you are eligible for Pupil 
Premium, please contact the office to obtain a £40 voucher towards uniform costs that can be redeemed at the The Famous Schoolwear shop. 
Please note that the vouchers cannot be used online however.  A further email details the process for this. We know that due to COVID, there have 
been some issues around supplying uniform so we will be flexible for the next couple of weeks. However, we do expect school uniform to be in 
place as soon as possible.  
 
Items to bring to school: 

1. A named water bottle each day. 
This will be taken home each day to ensure that it is washed regularly. Please note any water bottles that are left for more than two days 
and are not named will be thrown away. We encourage families to reduce the use of single use plastic bottles. Teachers can write names 
on bottles in the classes if needed.  

2. A coat 
This will be hung on the back of the chair. We ask that all pupils bring a coat in no matter the weather as it is important that pupils are 
able to get outside and have fresh air as much as possible. We want to ensure pupils are protected if it were to rain. Please ensure that 
these have their names clearly marked.  

3. A lunchbox (if not having school lunch) 
The lunchbox or bag should be of a size that is easily stored in the classroom on pegs or in boxes. Pupils should not bring large rucksacks 
into school where this can be avoided to reduce cross contamination in our small cloakroom areas.  

4. Any medication needed (inhalers, epipens etc) 
All medication must be in school on Monday 7th September and these items must be in date. If your child has historically had regular 
medicine in school (e.g inhaler, epipen etc), you will be emailed a form that needs to be sent back to the office by Monday 7th September 
or you will need to fill one in arrival. All parents will be emailed about medical conditions/medication form and should complete if we are 
not aware of any medical condition or things have changed since school has been closed.   

 
Pupils are not allowed to bring pencil cases in or, currently, their own books from home. All equipment will be provided within school. Any books 
or pencil cases brought in will be kept in drawers until the end of the day where we will send them home with a reminder to families that they do 
not need to bring them in. This is so we can ensure that all equipment is kept within their year group bubble and reduce cross contamination.  
 
Home Learning and Reading: 
Pupils will be able to select a book to read and then will be allowed to take this home or read this in school. Books will be able to be changed on 
specific days and will be quarantined for 48 hours between use. We will continue to use Bug Club as our online reading platform and encourage 
families to use this if they want to read a wider variety of books over a shorter period of time. Reading record books will be given out and sent 
home by the end of Week 2. Reading records can be brought in and a member of teaching staff will note the amount of times a pupil has read in a 
week to gain their reading reward. This will only be acknowledged by a tick, stamp or sticker. Staff will not be writing in reading records. Another 
option will be to upload a picture of the reading record to their Class Dojo pages when these have been reactivated.  
 
Home learning will be posted on Class Dojo and sent home each week. However, currently, we don’t want children to bring back to school. 
Evidence of pupils’ work can be uploaded to Class Dojo. Home learning will not be sent out until at least week 2. 
 
If you want to speak to a teacher or the office: 
If parents want to speak to the admin team in September, please call or email in the first instance. Meetings will need to be arranged with 
members of staff in advance. These meetings will be over the phone or via a virtual platform. If your contact details or child’s medical information 
has changed, please let the office know prior to September 7th.  
 
Pastoral and Family Support: 
We recognise that some families and children may need extra support in September and therefore Kendall (Family Support Worker) and Miss 
Haines (Pastoral Mentor) will be available to support our community. Toddler group, coffee morning and parenting programmes will be virtual for 
the foreseeable future. We will be in touch over the next two weeks with arrangements for these.  

 
Breakfast Club: 
Breakfast club will be held in the hall and be organised with children sitting in year groups. Tables will be spaced at least 2 metres away from other 
year group bubbles. This must be pre-booked by at least midday the day before attending. This will be capped at 16 pupils and the cost will be 
applied to your ParentPay account. Please email info@dolphinschoolbristol.org or call the office to book your place. Due to limited space and 
COVID-19 restrictions, parents should be advised that if we are full we will not be able to accommodate your child at Breakfast Club so we advise 
to book as far in advance as possible.  
 
Premier After School Club: 
Premier After School Club will not run for the week beginning 7th September 2020. We are aiming for this to start on the 14th September 2020. This 
will be confirmed next week. Parents are advised that this may be delayed depending on different factors.  
 
After School Clubs/Music Teaching: 
Sports clubs, other after school clubs and any peripatetic music teaching will not commence until at least 21st September. As communicated 
previously, this is likely to be a reduced offer and will be limited to a year group per club. Parents are advised that this may be delayed depending 
on different factors. 
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Class Dojo: 
As mentioned earlier in the letter, we will continue to use Class Dojo for children to share home learning and reading. We may use this to share 
learning in class also. We will share Top 5 messaged on this platform also as well as email. The messages function will also be available for parents 
to message teachers. We are currently reviewing the process of timelines for responding to messages and sending feedback with our staff team 
and will communicate this in the next couple of weeks.  
 
Travelling to School: 
Children, young people and parents are encouraged to walk or cycle where possible and avoid public transport at peak times. Families using public 
transport should refer to the safer travel guidance for passengers. Bike and scooter racks are available for pupils to use.  
 
Some families may choose for pupils to wear masks on their way to school. If so, we will ask children to place their masks in a resealable bag on 
entry and store in their bag or drawer for the rest of the day.  
 
COVID-19 Symptoms and Isolation: 
We remind families that they should not attend school if children have symptoms and that we will ask families to organise a COVID-19 test. If there 
is a positive test result within the school, we will then work with Public Health England to identify any groups of children/staff that need to isolate. 
We ask for your commitment to engaging with this process.  
 
If a pupil has been in contact with a positive case, then they will also need to follow the most up to date isolation guidance at that time.  
 
If a pupil has symptoms within the school day, we will call home and ask for you to collect the child immediately and arrange for a test to be 
completed. You will need to then follow the most up to date guidance for isolation at that period.  
 
If a pupil has returned from countries not on the travel corridor list, you must isolate for 14 days before returning to school. An up to date list of 
these countries are found at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors  
Please inform the office by email or phone call if this is the case.  
 
We are very much looking forward to seeing you and your children again in school. Staff are excited to getting back to teaching and hearing about 
and learning from everyone’s experiences. There has been lots of talk in the media around how children need to ‘catch up’. Our focus first and 
foremost will be to settle our children back to school, develop routines and get our children learning again in the best way possible. Our teaching 
staff are excellent and will support your child whatever experience they have had over the last 6 months. Thank you again to all families for 
supporting them with their learning over the period of school closure.  
 
As always if you have any concerns or questions, please do contact the school office to speak to myself or any member of the Senior Leadership 
Team. I look forward to seeing you all on Monday.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Kate Jenkins 
Acting Principal 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors

