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 NEWSLETTER     

           13th November 2020 

School Information 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter for more news and links!  
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As we continue to strive for our ‘Healthy School Award’ we ask that children carry on bringing 
only water or milk to drink and healthy snacks such as fruit. Thank you for your continued 
support to keep the children, and our school, healthy!  
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Dear families, 

I can’t quite believe we have only been back at school only 2 weeks since the half term! I do hope you all enjoyed family time 
within the restrictions that were in place. Now that we are back in a national lockdown, I want to thank you all for supporting 
the school with the safety measures we have asked you to observe – wearing masks at pick up, calling or emailing the office 
rather than visiting and ensuring only one family member collects at the end of the day. 

I am really proud of our Year 6s this week who have seamlessly adapted to blended learning. They have been taught remote-
ly by our year 6 staff and then been tasked to work independently once the input is over. We have had some great feedback 
from families and children and it has been great to see them getting into the spirit of things happening in school by wearing 
sports kit at home today also! As you will be aware, alongside the Executive Team, the Health and Safety lead and with sup-
port of our governors, we made the decision to close after school club this week whilst we wait for the outcome of the test. 
This decision was not made lightly and considered the potential impact on our school community. Thank you to those fami-
lies who have supported us by keeping their children at home. At the time of writing, we do not have any further information 
to share but myself and John at Premier are in daily communication and will continue to do so over the weekend until we can 
share the result with families and therefore next steps. A huge thank you goes to all our staff team who are supporting those 
pupils that are learning from home. 

This week, was our first virtual parents evening! Thank you for bearing with us with the new systems – we hope that you 
found this meeting supportive and informative. If you have any feedback about the process, please do let me know. If you 
require any further conversations with our teaching staff or senior leadership, please contact the office to continue the con-
versation. Now, more than ever, with face to face communication so limited, we really believe it’s imperative to keep school 
and families talking so we can work together to support your child(ren). 

Shelley Flanagan and Laura Drage visited last week as part of their Keeping In Touch days. They were both impressed with 
how the pupils have adapted to the new procedures and how engaged the children were in their lessons. It was great to have 
them back and we look forward to seeing them again in the future! 

Today was our first charity event of the year, supporting Children in Need. Pupils dressed up in sports clothing and carried 
out activities by Joe Wicks to support his 24 hour PE challenge! Thank you to everyone who joined in and thank you to every-
one who donated to this great cause. 

Next week, is our first Black Lives Matter parents and staff meeting. Please see further details in this newsletter and posters 
advertising this. This is a great opportunity to talk and learn from others. Please email info@dolphinschoolbristol.org to con-
firm your attendance. I’m looking forward to seeing you all these. 

Finally, we continue to have issues with families parking on Picton Lane and Armidale Avenue, which are the roads directly 
opposite the school. It is not acceptable to block access and stop our neighbours being able to leave and park safely. I have 
asked the parking team and PCSO to come and look at this again and regularly review this area. As a school we need to focus 
on ensuring our pupils leave and enter the site safely; please can parents take responsibility for parking in a safe and re-
spectful manner to our local community at the beginning and end of the day. 

I do hope you have a great weekend and remember to wear Odd Socks on Monday as we start Anti Bullying week!  

Kind regards, 

Kate Jenkins 

Acting Principal 
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Should my child still attend school? 

Our school continues to be open for all children and it remains compulsory for children to attend. Being at school 
is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. 

If you have any concerns or questions, we encourage you to call us to talk these through so we can explore this 
together. 

The school works with Bristol Local Authority to seek their advice around when it is appropriate to issue penalty 
notices for absence. 

We continue to review our risk assessment and implement an extensive range of precautions to make our school 
as safe as possible and are confident that we are managing risks effectively. 

 

What if my child or someone in our household has symptoms of COVID-19? 

If someone in the household has symptoms of COVID-19, everyone in the household should isolate at home for 14 
days from when the symptoms started (10 days for the individual with the symptoms). This is true if someone in 
the household tests positive. 

Children should not attend school during isolation including if you are waiting for the result of a test. 

Please let us know if this is the case. 

 

What if my child has a health condition? 

The government has shared that more evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children be-
coming very unwell from coronavirus (COVID-19), even for children with existing health conditions. 

Most children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow original shielding ad-
vice. Parents should to speak to their child’s GP or specialist clinician if they have not already done so, to under-
stand whether their child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable. 

Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to 
attend education whilst the national restrictions are in place. We will make appropriate arrangements to enable 
them to continue their education at home. 

Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely vulner-
able themselves, should still attend education. 

 

What if my child lives with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable? 

Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely vulner-
able themselves, should still attend education. 
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If you feel any level of anxiety about your child attending school during this time, please call us to talk this 
through. 

 

What if my child’s bubble is asked to self-isolate, should my other children still attend? 

Public Health England have advised us that where a bubble has been asked to isolate at home, other siblings can 
and should still attend school. This is also means that everyone else in the household can still attend other places 
of education or work if in line with current government guidelines. 

 

Guidance taken from Education and childcare settings: New National Restrictions from 5 November 2020 
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Meet the Dolphin School’s Pastoral Mentor 

Attendance 
 
We want all children to be attendance HEROES (here, eve-
ry day, ready, on time). By doing this, children have every 
chance to learn, build friendships and develop key skills for 
now and in the future. 
  
Mrs Saddiq joined us towards the end of the last academic 
year and is our Attendance and Admissions Officer. If your 
child is absent from school, Mrs Saddiq will be your first 
point of contact. Please let us know about your child’s ab-
sence through our Studybugs app. Mrs Saddiq may call you 
to find out more information and to help all children 
attend as much as possible. 
  
Please could we ask families to make sure that the school 

holds up to date contact details for parents/guardians and 

other emergency contacts. 
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Calling all talented linguists in Y5 and Y6!    

You are invited to enter the vocabexpress.com league of champions competition - and it's on NOW!! 

Are you ready for the global challenge against others from around the world in our week-long vocabu-

lary championship? The LEAGUE OF CHAMPIONS competition started on Wednesday 11th November and 

YOU are invited! 

 

With a live leader board, plus certificates and prizes to be won, it's a great way to practice your vocabulary 

in another language. Pitch your skills against other schools around the world as you battle it out to win the 

top position on the language leader boards. 

 

Why you should take part: 

- Improve your vocabulary knowledge in another language (French or Arabic). 

- Real-time leader boards to track the action as it happens. 

- Certificates and prizes awarded to the top-performing schools and students! 

Log on to vocabexpress.com between 11-17th to practice vocabulary in French or Arabic and gain points as you 

practice.   

Contact Madame White via class dojo if you would like a reminder of your login details. 

Have fun and good luck everyone! 

  

Madame White    
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BANAAN 

Kaaliyaha cuntada iskuulka 

 

7.5 saacadood usbuucii, waqtiga iskuulka oo keli-

ya. In lagu bilaabo sida ugu dhakhsaha badan. 

 

Waxaan jeclaan lahayn inaan helno qof daryeel 

iyo xamaasad leh  ku soo biira kooxdeena 

wanaagsan 

 

Wixii macluumaad dheeraad ah fadlan emayl u 

dir xafiiska dugsiga -  

info@dolphinschoolbristol.org 
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