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Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th—INSET days  

Thursday 6th January—Start of term for pupils 

Thursday 6th January—Year 6 Lifeskills trip 
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Friday 7th January—Bikeability year 5/6 
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Message from Shelley Flanagan 

Dear Families, 

 As we draw to the end of the year it is always good to 

reflect about the last 12 months. 2021 has been a year 

like no other, there have been highs and some very 

challenging times. 

 I loved the Christmas Carol concert last week. Thank 

you to everyone involved who made it happen. It was 

fantastic to have a community event happening in the 

school. Moments like that are precious. I also loved 

Reception’s nativity, the children were brilliant. A spe-

cial thanks to all the staff. 

Christmas is always a special time of year, whether 

that is through the celebration of the birth of Jesus or 

an opportunity to spend quality time with your family. 

The last 22 months has taught us we need to hold 

those special moments extra close and really value 

those around us. 

Christmas can also be a challenging time of the year, if 

you have any concerns about the Christmas holidays 

then please come and speak to one of us and we can 

either provide support or signpost you to an organisa-

tion. We have been able to provide lots of hampers for 

families and a special thanks to B and A Church, Vision 

for Education, The local food bank and the Salvation 

Army for providing those. 

 I want to thank our staff for everything they have 

done this year. They have worked tirelessly to support 

the children and families in this school. They have 

gone above and beyond and absolutely deserve the 

Christmas break. If you wish to send a staff member a 

message of thanks then that would be appreciated. 

 I hope you have a wonderful Christmas break and I 

look forward to seeing you in 2022. 

  

Shelley Flanagan 

Headteacher 
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Kendall’s Community Corner 

Dear Families 

As we come to the end of another really tough year, 

tougher for some of our families than many of us can im-

agine, I just wanted to say, you are amazing! 

Many of our parents and children have had to cope with 

the difficulties once again of managing in accommodation 

which is often overcrowded and inappropriate for chil-

dren.  Some of our families who really need the meet-ups 

usually offered by Refugee and Asylum groups have had 

to make do with on-line support and only if they have the 

technology. Some who suffer with their mental health 

have felt even more isolated. 

I am so glad that at Dolphin we have, through the warmer 

months, been able to offer a continuous community sup-

port network, whether that has been through coffee 

mornings and toddler groups in the park or walks in the 

woods. And when that hasn't been possible, our 

WhatsApp Group has kept people connected and 

chatting. I know from people's comments that this has 

meant a great deal and so I just wanted to say well done 

for bearing the sometimes cold and damp days out of 

doors and for being kind to one another whatever your 

culture, belief or background. 

And a special thank you to our wonderfully skilled mums 

who gave up their time to offer much-needed pampering 

to each other at our very special coffee morning ses-

sion..... and all to raise money, £111, for our lovely school. 

I hope you all have a wonderful festive holiday and that 

we all continue to remember to be kind to each oth-

er.....we will never know what someone is facing in their 

lives and being kind will ALWAYS make a difference. 

Much love and light to you all. Please stay healthy and 

happy and I look forward to more community creativity in 

the New Year. 

Kendall 
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Amazing poems from year 1 First Response 

If you have any concerns about a child’s welfare or 

want support on behalf of a child or family (including 

your own), please call 0117 903 6444 or 01454 

615165 out of office hours. 

Special Needs 

It can be hard to manage the holidays if you have a 

child with special needs. Please check out the Sup-

portive Parents website which includes a hub of ad-

vice and on-line after school clubs and activities your 

children can get involved in safely and appropriately 

on line this holiday. The link is https://

www.supportiveparents.org.uk/how-we-help/  
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Congratulations to our Primary Bee winners of 2021!! 

 

Laila Dilku and Evie Skirrow both won trophies in the 

national competition this year, we are so proud of all 

their French learning and so pleased to hear they are 

putting it to good use at senior school now.  Bravo! 

This is our third year entering the Primary Bee compe-

tition and Year 5 and 6 pupils are currently practicing 

hard for the class competitions which will be held in 

the first few weeks of next term.  They have got logins 

for the website vocabexpress.com, and have been 

given copies of the stage 1 word list to practice if they 

want to take part in the competition. 

The competition is completely optional.  If you want 

to practice at home with  your child try reading the 

English words aloud and seeing how many words they 

can tell you the meaning of in French for in one mi-

nute! 

BONNE CHANCE!! 


