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 NEWSLETTER     

           2nd October 2020 

School Information 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter for more news and links!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please can we ask families to ensure that we have at least three different named contacts for your child 
and that all contact details (addresses, email address and telephone numbers) are up to date. Thank you  
 

 

Contents 
Forthcoming events……………………………………………………………………………………….Page1 

Message from Kate Jenkins……………………………………………………………………………Page 2 

Family support/Community….……………………………………………………………………….Page 3 

Languages Day..…………………………………...……………………………………………………….Page 4 

Primary school/Secondary school admission info…………………………………………..Page 5 



 

THE HEART AND  FUTURE OF THE COMMUNITY– THE HEART AND  FUTURE OF THE COMMUNITY 
RESILIENCE – RESPECT – RESPONSIBILITY – CURIOSITY - RESILIENCE – RESPECT – RESPONSIBILITY – CURIOSITY  

2 

Dear families, 
 
I hope you this newsletter finds you and yours well. I am pleased to let you know how all of the classes continue 
to wow me with their learning and resilience over the last fortnight! Our Reception pupils started full time on 
Monday and they have been fantastic settling into school, meeting new friends and starting their Dolphin 
journey! Year 1 have been enjoying their outdoor area to boost their curiosity and imagination in their play, Year 
2 continue to astound me with their great mathematician skills and Year 3 have started their enquiry journey 
developing their historical questioning. Year 4 have been being engineers making boats to see whether they can 
make the character from their story float and Year 5 visited their own art gallery within their classroom. A special 
mention goes out to Year 6 who completed their first set of Year 6 practice assessments this week – they have 
shown great resilience and were very mature in their approach to completing these. And all of this has 
happened, whilst our IT systems have not quite been working as well as they should, meaning that our 
wonderful teaching staff have had to adapt things on a day to day basis – a huge thank you goes out to them! 
 
There have been some great virtual events this week – coffee morning on Wednesday and Friends of Dolphin 
meeting on Friday. Details of how to access these meetings are always posted on Class Dojo and emailed to 
families so please join us when you can, even if you can only join for some of the meeting. Please remember that 
Class List is a way in which you can get involved with school news and meeting links will be shared on their by 
parents also. Coffee morning will continue to run every Wednesday at 10am for the next few weeks. We would 
like feedback however on this time – does it need to be earlier or later in the day? We would like as many people 
to attend as possible! 
 
At the end of a rainy, slightly greyer week (with many more rainy days to come), a reminder that all children 
must bring a coat into school every day. We try to get the children outside as much as we can when it is raining 
at break and lunch but a coat is very important. This will also help at the beginning of the day if families are 
needing to wait to come into school. 
 
One of our pupils, Christabel in Year 5, is taking part in a sponsored walk this month for St Peter’s Hospice on 
October 17th in memory of her dad, with Grace and Matilda her friends from Stingray. I’m really proud to hear 
that so far they’ve have raised almost £500. If you would like to read more about this and/or donate, the link to 
their page is as followed: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christabel2 

You will read later on in the newsletter about some ideas we have to celebrate Black History Month. As you 
know, we are really proud of our curriculum and believe that we should learn about Black History all year round 
as this is part of all of our history, however, we have always amplified this in October. Usually we are able to 
have lots of visitors and musicians/dancers/artists to come in but we are unable to do this within current re-
strictions. If you are able to share any stories with us over video link from different cultures, please contact the 
office or your child’s class teacher. If you have any other ideas about how we can celebrate in different ways, 
please do get in contact. We are really missing our normal October activities already! 
 
Next week, the vote for whether The Dolphin School should change it’s name and/or emblem is live. We will 
send out information on Monday on how you can participate in this and the closing date. Thank you to all that 
contributed to our virtual discussions and to our online questionnaire. 
 
I hope that you have a great weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Kate Jenkins 
Acting Principal 
  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christabel2
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 FAMILY SUPPORT/COMMUNITY  

Dear Families, 

We may not be able to meet physically, but we can 

definitely do so virtually!  We had our first on line 

coffee morning this Wednesday and it was lovely to 

see some of your smiling faces.  It was mainly the 

regulars, who love a chat, that appeared on my screen 

but also a new mum and dad whose son, Alfie, is in 

Reception.  They said they were very happy to meet 

people and to hear about our lovely multi-cultural 

friendly parent community.  We talked about 

communications and what we could do to improve 

them in these difficult times.   We also talked about an 

online black history celebration where we can all 

come together and eat, tell stories, maybe sing a few 

songs and generally have a good time.  We would love 

to hear more people’s views so why not join us next 

week and every Wednesday with a cup of coffee and a 

croissant and let’s make Coffee Morning a reality 

again.  WE WILL SEND OUT A MESSAGE WITH THE 

LINK NEXT WEEK. 

“The good old times” 

BLACK HISTORY   

Black History Month has become a regular event in 

the calendar and we are used to celebrating it in style 

at Dolphin School.  Last year it culminated in a World 

Dance Party with a sell out of tickets to an event with 

two djs, children’s dance performances Caribbean, 

Somali and Carnival-style.  There was drumming, hair 

braiding, henna and amazing food.  This year we may 

not be able to put on such a show but the sentiment is 

still the same.  At Dolphin black history and achieve-

ment is central to our curriculum all year round so in 

October, instead of Black History Month, it will be an 

opportunity for an extra special Celebration.  

BLM CONVERSATION – SESSION 2       

 

Thank you to everyone, parents, carers and teachers, 
who came along to our first session.  It was, perhaps 
understandably, a long first session but I hope that 
you found it useful in starting the conversation with 
parents that our children do so very well!   We had 42 
people on line and, as we said at the time, that was a 
record number for a parent meeting.  And although at 
the time feelings were heightened by events in Amer-
ica and locally in Bristol, nothing has changed in terms 
of the continued importance of the Black Lives Matter 
message of equality and anti-racism. 
  
Our next session is entitled “The Cage That Holds 
Us” - Negative guilt; Edward Colston’s legacy and its 
impact on black Bristolians; How should history be 
taught?; What should the new legacy be? 

Please join us at this meeting on ZOOM which will be 
non-judgemental and kindly held by Lynn Mareno, 
activist, counsellor and presenter from Ujima Radio’s 
“Rise Women” programme. 

A DATE FOR THIS ZOOM MEETING WILL BE SENT OUT 
SHORTLY. 

In the meantime, these 10 top tips for supporting par-
ents and children’s wellbeing during Covid still seem 
relevant.  

Take care everyone and if you need my help or a 

friendly chat, please catch me in the playground 

every Tuesday.  
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Words of the week 

To communicate effectively we need effective words. 

Every week this year The Dolphin School children and 

community will be introduced to one powerful word 

as a school. Each class will then have up to four addi-

tional words that they can use in that week's Author 

lessons. We aim to develop the range of vocabulary 

being used in all children's writing. All classes Year 3-6 

will also be promoting the words in reading and dis-

cussions. Discuss them and use them with your chil-

dren. If you would like to know more about vocabulary

-building resources, please contact Mr Hollis-Pack, 

Vocabulary Lead and Year 3 teacher. Words are pow-

erful!  

Year 4  BLM storytelling 
 
This week, Year 4 were building and testing floating 
vessels as part of our learning around The Whale, in 
which Lucy's boat gets destroyed by a storm. 
illustrating the story that Amantha from St Paul's 

Learning Centre read to us, Jaboo and the Lion. We 

really enjoyed her amazing storytelling and what a 

great way to kick of Black History Month. Some of our 

responses around the story were about keeping 

promises, being brave, looking after your family and 

thinking about the consequences of our actions. 

Languages Day 

This week we celebrated Languages Day at TDS with 

a whole school virtual assembly to celebrate all the 

languages we can speak and are learning as a school 

and as a community.  The children discussed the 

many benefits of speaking another language.  We 

heard from some of our ex-pupils via video about 

the languages they are learning at secondary 

school.  There were special language activities in 

each class throughout the day. 

Congratulations to Omer (Blue Tang), Eliza and Ame-

lie (Albatross), Humairah (Stingray) and Muhammed 

and Ajhay (Orca) who were the year group winners 

of the poster competition! 

Their pictures are on display around the school site 

and they each get a certificate and small prize for 

their fantastic efforts.  There was so much creativity 

and research in the posters this year - well done eve-

ryone who entered! 
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Links to secondary school virtual tours/information 

St Mary Redcliffe and Temple School 

https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/index.php/admissions  

Colstons Girls School 

http://www.colstonsgirls.org/956/year-7-open-events 

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1QBuSEeacnfCBVCW6aNpr3fzhKN1_xhYK/view?

usp=sharing   

https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/index.php/admissions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBuSEeacnfCBVCW6aNpr3fzhKN1_xhYK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBuSEeacnfCBVCW6aNpr3fzhKN1_xhYK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QBuSEeacnfCBVCW6aNpr3fzhKN1_xhYK/view?usp=sharing
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