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 NEWSLETTER     

           24th June 2022 

School Information 

 

• Monday 27th June—INSET DAY—NO SCHOOL FOR PUPILS 
 
• Tuesday 28TH June AM—SPORTS DAY  
• Wednesday 29th June AM—SPORTS DAY 
• Wednesday 29th June—Year 2 school trip 
• Tuesday 5th July—EYFS windmill hill trip 
• Tuesday 12th July—Move up day for most classes  
• Thursday 14th July—Author visit  
• Thursday 21st July—1.30pm finish (last day of term) 
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Message from Shelley Flanagan 

Dear Families, 
  
I hope you have been enjoying all the wonderful 
sunshine! It is hot so please make sure your child 
has a named water bottle, sun cream and a 
named hat in school. If the weather is hot then 
your child can come to school in their PE uniform 
to keep cooler. 
  
Thank you to everyone who made the Carnival 
Dance party such a success. It was so much fun to 
have the event happening and we loved dancing 
to DJ Flex, eating Jerk chicken and watching our 
fantastic children dancing and drumming. It was 
also Kendall’s last day and what a way to end her 
time at The Dolphin School. She will be very 
much missed and has been a huge part of our 
community. We are currently recruiting for a new 
Family Support worker and will update you when 
we can. If you need any support in the meantime 
then please see a member of SLT or the school 
office. 
  
Families also got to enjoy the beautiful photo-
graphic exhibition which was done by Year 6 who 
were recreating ‘The Missing Chapter: Black 
Chronical’. Thank you to one of our parents Jerry 
Groclava who photographed them. 
  
With only 4 weeks to go we have a pack schedule 
for the children, please do check Class Dojo and 
the newsletter to make sure you know what 
events will be happening. I look forward to 
seeing you all at Sports Day next week. We also 
have Move Up day on Tuesday 12th July (for most 
classes) where they will get a chance to meet 
their new teacher. 
  
Please do fill in our family survey. It really helps 
us to hear what families are thinking and the 
feedback is really useful. 
  
Thank you 
  
Shelley Flanagan 

Family Survey 

 

Many thanks to all who have competed our family 

survey, we are extending the deadline to do so until 

next Friday, 8 July. Please use the link below: 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/TuSdRMVKvJ 

 

This survey helps to get an understanding of what 

families think about the education provided at The 

Dolphin School. The scores are useful, but the com-

ments provide better information for us to be able to 

use. If you have an individual concern then please 

make an appointment to see your child’s teacher or a 

member of the Senior Leadership Team. All responses 

are anonymous – if you would like to discuss some-

thing specific then please record your names in the 

comment. We have paper copies available at the 

office, though our preferred method is online. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this, it real-

ly helps us plan our next steps.  

https://forms.office.com/r/TuSdRMVKvJ
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Day to make a difference 

Last week, we were so lucky to have 15 lovely volunteers 

from Lloyds doing their ‘Day to Make a Difference’ with 

us! We had a whole school well-being event with all sorts 

of activities designed purely to boost the mood! Based on 

our knowledge of the ‘5 ways to well-being’, the activities 

included PE/football skills, gardening, bracelet-making, 

reading, mindful colouring, yoga, meditation and even 

cake decorating! A HUGE thankyou to the Lloyds team for 

their time but also to Marcin, our chef, who provided the 

cakes!!  

Year 5 Music lessons 
 
Year 5 have been musicians every week in their lessons 
with our visiting music teacher. This week they worked 
together to create pieces of music, thinking about beats, 
bars and dynamics. 
Year 5 have also really enjoyed their dance and drum-

ming workshops delivered by Rubba and Blaggy in prepa-

ration for their Carnival performance. Everyone had a 

turn at both drumming and dancing and wowed their 

teachers with their rhythm and timing! Thank you Rubba 

and Blaggy! 

Year 3 and 4 forest skills 

An amazing, boiling first morning at Boiling Wells 

last week. A small team from Years 3 and 4 had fun 

learning some new Forest skills ! 

Rocksteady Band Lessons! 

 

The school was rocking last Thursday with our spe-

cial assembly by Rocksteady Music. They managed 

to put together two fully formed rock bands for 

KS1 and KS2 in just 30 minutes! The children in-

volved came away full of confidence and full of 

smiles. 

 

Hopefully your child is feeling inspired and would 

like to have a go at becoming a rockstar or popstar 

themselves! 

 

You should have received a letter about signing up, 

but here is the sign-up link just in case: 

 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-

parents 

 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents
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Message from Kendal Noyes ... 

 

Dear families 

 

As most of you now know, I have left the Dolphin School. This has been a really 

difficult decision for me to make – I love this community and have enjoyed eve-

ry moment of my almost seven years at this school. But I moved to London over 

a year ago and the three hour drive at 5.30am every Tuesday and back again 

every Thursday evening has taken its toll, not just financially but also physically. 

And as many of you know, I am no youngster! 

 

When I first started at Dolphin in 2016, I said to the then head, “what this 

school needs is a coffee morning”. That was because I noticed, as is often the 

case in school playgrounds, many parents didn’t mix, chat, go to the park to-

gether etc, especially those from different countries, cultures and languages. So 

I began chasing parents around the playground at drop off and pick up, inviting 

them for croissants and great quality coffee! Most thought I was a bit crazy and 

literally ran away from me. But eventually I caught them and they came….and 

believe me, since then it’s been hard to get them to leave on a Wednesday 

morning! 

 

We have had so much fun, making earrings, bags, Carnival costumes, Victorian costumes, singing, drumming and most of all 

chatting and making friends and trusting relationships with each other. One parent said to me this week that she had seen 

another parent at nursery for years and never spoken and now they are firm friends. Another said although she works all 

night, she comes straight to coffee morning instead of to bed, just to have a laugh. That’s important. Another parent of Paki-

stani origin said she had never realized how much she had in common with another parent of Jamaican origin until they 

chatted at coffee morning. Maybe we’re contributing to world peace! 

 

For me it has been a privilege and a pleasure and I wouldn’t have missed any one of those magical moments for a minute. 

 

The toddler group has also been a joy, seeing babes in arms start walking and singing along to nursery rhymes and parents 

going off to the park together and looking after each other’s children. 

 

I have spent many hours talking individually to parents helping, I hope, to give them the confidence to advocate for them-

selves in these difficult times. I know how important that has been when one new parent came to me for help and said that 

another had told her “if you talk to Kendall, you’ll never regret it”. 

 

I thank every one of your for your trust and strength and for all the amazing hours of help you have put in to making our 

community events just that – from World Dance Parties and Women’s Dance mornings to the famous Eid feasts, Pamper 

Evenings and Mornings and Carnival Parties. I couldn’t have done it without you and I feel honoured to have known you and 

to have, I hope, helped you in some way along your parenting journey. 

I don’t intend to be a stranger as I still have my lovely daughter in Bristol so look forward to hearing your news from time to 

time and hope you will continue to support this lovely school community that is far richer for your involvement.  

 

Please show the new family support person the kindness you have shown me and try not to complain too much if there 

aren’t strawberries every week at coffee morning or the hummus at toddler group isn’t always in as plentiful supply as you 

would like! 

One love and respect to you all, 

 

Kendall  


